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UDALL ESTABLISHES BUREAU OF OUTDOOR RECREATION IN INTERIOR DEPARTMENT 

Carrying out President Kennedy's instructions regarding the coordination of 

Federal outdoor recreation programs, Secretary of the Interior Stewart L. Udali 

today signed an order establishing a Bureau of Outdoor Recreation in the 

Department. 

President Kennedy has announced that Dr. Edward C. Crafts, of Chevy Chase, 

Maryland, is being appointed Director of the new bureau. Dr, Crafts, a career 

Federal employee, is now serving as Assistant Chief of the Forest Service of the 

Department of Agriculture. 

The Outdoor Recreation Resources Review Commission recommended the creation 
of the bureau in its January 31 report, and President Kennedy in his special 
message on conservation, transmitted to Congress on March 1, said the 
recommendation would be adopted. 

In the message, President Kennedy said: "This bureau will carry out the 
planning functions already assigned to the Department of the Interior and will 
administer the program of Federal assistance to State agencies.,.This new bureau 
will serve as the focal point within the Federal Government for the many 
activities related to outdoor recreation." 

In the same message, the President called for legislation to establish a 
Program of matching grants for the development of State plans for outdoor 
recreation. 

Dr. Crafts is a forester with 29 years of Federal service. A native of 
Illinois, he attended Dartmouth College and hclds B,F., M.F., and Ph.D. degrees 
from the University of Michigan. His career began in forest and range research 
for the Forest Service in Utah, Arizona and New Mexico, and forest economics 
research in California. 

During World War II, he moved to Washington to become coordinator of Forest 
Service projects in timber requirements and supplies for the War Production Board, 



office of Price Administration, and other defense agencies. Later he became 
director of forest economics research activities of the Forest Service. 

Since 1950, he has been Assistant Chief of the Forest Service in charge of 
long-range program development, legislation, and Congressional relations. He has 
ahsO been on loan from the Forest Service, serving as administrative assistant to 
the Assistant Secretary of Agriculture for Federal-State Relations. 

Dr. Crafts is author of a number of articles, research and technical notes, 
and directed the 5-year review of timber resources in the United States published 
in 1958 as "Timber Resources for America's Future.!' 

He received the Distinguished Service Award of the Department of Agriculture 
in1960. He is a fellow of the Society of American Foresters and a member of the 
AmericanForestry Association, Cosmos Club, Sigma Xi, Phi Kappa Phi, Phi Sigma, and 
SigmaPhi. 

In 1949, he was adviser to the U. S. Delegate to the Third World Forestry 
COrGgresS sponsored by the FAO at Helsinki, Finland; and in 1960 served as chairman 
of the Economics Program Committee for the Fifth World Forestry Congress at Seattle, 
Washington. 

Dr. Crafts is married and has a son who is a geologist, and a daughter now 
studying at the University of Michigan. 

In recommending a new bureau for outdoor recreation, the Outdoor Recreation 
resources Review Commission--a blue-ribbon commission composed of outstanding 
conservationists and members of congress--said: 

"There are now more than 20 Federal Agencies with programs involving some 
aspect of outdoor recreation, A similar multiplicity is found among State agencies. 
while the programs of these agencies are generally well planned in themselves, 
little thought is given to the over-all development of outdoor recreation 
throughout the Nation. 

"There is at present no focal point for coordination of recreation policy, 
planning, programs 1 or management, Over-all responsibility for initiating and 
buiding a national effort in outdoor recreation has never been explicitly 
assigned ..J.fter consideration of all possibilities, the recommendation for a new 
bureau in the Department of the Interior is made as the most likely to be accepted." 

Secretary Udall created the new bureau under the authority conferred on him 
by Reorganization Plan #3, approved by the 82nd Congress in 1950. 

Besides administering the current State cooperative services under 1936 
legislation and the proposed State assistance program on which legislation will 
smn be submitted, the new bureau will assist the Secretary in carrying out his 
Cederal Outdoor recreation coordination responsibilities, sponsor and conduct 
recreation research, conduct recreation resource surveys, develop a nationwide 
recreation plan, and disseminate outdoor recreation information. 
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Secretary Udall said a nucleus organization is being formed and a nmber of 
the functions of the Park Service’s Division of Recreation Resource Planning are 
being transferred to the new bureau. The new bureau will coordinate recreational 
planning, rather than carry out land-mmagement functions of existing agencies. 
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